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3.  A belief that as our having life at all here is the result of
the love of God towards us, that life will be continued for ever in
such other conditions as God may see to be best for us.

4.  The belief in a God like this is no barren opinion or intel-
lectual conviction, but a very powerful and constant stimulant to
the highest virtue and to brotherly love among men.    Whenever
it takes hold on the heart, it gives patience and fortitude under
the trials and perplexities of the world, it purifies all our pleasures^
and fills us with a joyful hope.

Theism is, then, a belief in a God whom we can thoroughly
trust and love, and whom to obey is a delight; a belief based
on indisputable facts, and capable of expansion and elevation with
every addition to our knowledge and^with every rise in our moral
nature.

You now have before you, I hope stated with clearness, the
subject we have to consider this afternoon.

First, a few words in reference to the name Theism. In some
respects it is unfortunate, because it is only intelligible to persons
who have a certain amount of education. It is not at once clear
and definite to the ignorant, as the English equivalent " Belief in
God " would have been ; but I am not responsible for its adoption*
I found the word already established in literature for the very
ideas and beliefs which I had come to hold on quite independent
grounds.                                               * *

The earliest use of the term Theism which I have been able to
discover, is in the works of Lord Bolingbroke, although he and
kindred writers in his day were called " Deists" not Theists: a
most fortunate fact for us, because our Theism differs from some
of their Deism even more strikingly than the Deists differ from
each other.

In the present century Francis William Newman was the first
writer in England to give to the term " Theism " a definite and
formal signification. He published an elaborate treatise in rhythmic
prose under the title of Theism, Doctrinal and Practical, in 1858.
Soon after, in 1863 or 1864, Miss Frances P. Cobbe issued her
Broken Lights, in which we find the term Theism freely applied to
the religious beliefs of which I am speaking. But some years
before either of those two works appeared, I think in 1834,
Theodore Parker had published in America his celebrated Lis^
course of Religion, in which he very often uses the term " Theism "
in the same way, but not with such uniform and definite regularity
as did F. W. Newman. For " Theism" Parker sometimes used
the terms "The Absolute Religion," "Spiritualism/' and even
" Christianity." On the whole, then, I think Professor Newman
is entitled to be regarded as the originator of the name Theism